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this becomes inevitable, such work may certainly be done. The
real task to be done is to follow the example of Bardoli. That is
to say, to live among the people and give them training in fearless-
ness. Such training cannot be imparted by means of speeches
alone, but by being fearless oneself and infecting the others with
such fearlessness. In order that this feeling may spread, some
kind of useful constructive activity must be carried on amidst
the people, without which one cannot come into contact with
them, enter into their lives and win their confidence. The fact
that khadi activity is the most effective one for coming into contact
with every family living within one's area is becoming in-
creasingly clear every day. While carrying on such activity, one
must come into contact with the talati and the police as well. Since
they too wear clothes, the message of khadi should reach them
also. The atrocities of the police and the talatis can be ended by
an appeal to their hearts. Such atrocities will not be averted if one
policeman or talati is punished. However, a change may be brought
about in their conduct if they are made aware of the fact that al-
though they hold the posts of policeman or talati, they are neverthe-
less the friends or rather the servants of the people. The local
police and the talati of Bardoli became friendly with the people as
soon as the latter became fearless. Boycott is a much better wea-
pon of non-co-operation than either punishment or complaint;
however, this weapon should be used only by those who know
no fear. Hence I would request the Dholka Taluk Committee to
continue their task of seeking justice from the law-courts or the col-
lector if they regard this as inevitable but, at the same time, vigo-
rously and patiently to take up the task of making the people fear-
less. It will find from experience while doing so that office work and
constructive work cannot be combined. In trying to do the one,
the other will have to be given up. It is perhaps necessary to
introduce well-known leaders to the people in cases where the
latter feel suppressed and timid,
[From Gujarati]
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